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Que Publishing has recently published the third edition of "Talking to Siri" written by Erica Sadun and Steve Sande. The book provides an advanced level of information even though is written for the widest audience. 

Siri is an intelligent voice-controlled personal assistant which works on Apple iOS and OS X devices. The most current version runs on iPhones (4S or later), iPads (3rd generation or later), iPad minis, iPod touches (5th generation and later) and Macs running the latest OS X release.

Siri accepts spoken commands and provides answers and recommendations using a natural language or showing results from web searches. The range of commands understood by Siri is remarkable and its ability to provide relevant and, at times, humorous answers is surprisingly good.

There is a problem, though, for the non-initiated user. One must know how to ask questions using the right verbs and combination of words in order to get the most advantage out of Siri. So while it is easy to ask ‘What time it is?’ there is no documentation of the range of commands that can be given Siri and the best way to ask them. This is where “Talking to Siri” shines. The book is a must for all serious users of Siri. In a very clear language and with lots of relevant well illustrated examples this book guides the user through the discovery of the range of capabilities offered by this application.

The book consists of 10 chapters. Each chapter focuses on a distinct class of commands and interactions supported by Siri. Responses by Siri are indicated for each question asked. The first chapter of the book explains how to launch and have basic interactions with Siri. Following chapters explain how to control your device, how to ask information about topics such as weather, sports, stocks, how to stay in touch with your contacts, how to schedule your day and provides help with various shopping activities. 

Advanced interactions with some apps such as Phone calls, Calendar, Contacts, Mail and Messages are discussed in detail. 

A chapter is devoted to Siri dictation, covering enunciation, punctuation, abbreviations and dictation practice. 
On the lighter side, the last two chapters cover having fun with Siri and the authors top 10 Siri jokes. My favorite was: if you ask Siri ‘Do you have a family?’ you may get an answer such as ‘I have you. That’s enough family for me’. Each chapter concludes with a summary that gives highlights of the chapter content. A reader may want to read that summary first.

At the end of the book the authors have provided a quick reference guide to Siri, organized around a large number of categories. Under ‘Asking about contacts’ are entries such us ‘What is Emily’s address?’ and ‘When is my wife’s birthday?’ Obviously to avoid funny answers Emily and one’s wife’s birthday must be included in the Contacts app. Under ‘Checking email’ we find entries such as ‘Check email’ and ‘Any new email from Jim today?’ These are just a few examples out of the more than 250 possible interactions listed in the reference guide.

Siri is a sophisticated app that can be funny at times, but is always relevant. This book shows the extensive range of the app’s capabilities in a simple and very comprehensive fashion. Before reading the book I couldn’t even imagine the power that is available to us to make the most of our iPhones and other Apple devices. With this power we can extend our productivity in a fun and natural way.
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